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1OOth Anniversary of 
Mail Order Business 


That unique American institution, the mail order business, began in Chicago in 1872 with 
distribution of a one-page catalog that offered 163 items. The new technique literally 
changed the face of rural America. 


Merchandising has expanded widely with mail sale of books, records, fruit, cheese and 
many other items. The Postal Service itself is in the mail order business, selling stamps to 
collectors through its Philatelic Sales Unit. 


First-day cancellation requests should be sent to “Mail Order Stamp, Postmaster, 
Chicago, IL 60607," enclosing proper remittance and with request postmarked no later than 
September 27. 
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By ASPPP Editor Ron Walenciak 





Thanks to Robert Porter, John Ngai and Gerald 
Blankenship for providing articles for this issue. 
Robert continues his series of autographs on 
Porter Philatelic Pages, John reviews both cata- 
logs and binders for your Pages and Panels, and 
we start the search for PNCs on Souvenir 
Pages/Cancellation Pages with a description of 
Gerald's spreadsheet that lists all combinations 
of plate numbers, positions, and watermarks. 


Gerald's spreadsheet is on our website at 
www.asppp.org and that will be the best place to 
get updated versions in the future. By the way, 
we keep in touch with our members via email 
and relay important information to them in that 
manner, so if you have an email address but 
havent given it to us, email me at 


The Page & Panel Journal [4th Quarter 2004] 


ronw@asppp.org and we'll add you to the list. 


The society has a number of Souvenir Pages to 
sell, courtesy of a generous donation by Charles 
Simmons, and they are listed on page 8 and 
very attractively priced! Take a look; now's the 
time to fill in those missing years (and if you 
have individual Pages that you'd like, we have 
lots of them!) 


| don't make many mistakes on the Journal, but 
last issue's was a big one; in my rush to get it to 
the printer, | didn’t change the table of contents! 
If anyone would like a replacement page 3, let 
me know; it's also on our website as a pdf file 
that you can download. (Click on the Page & 
Panel Journal link, then Volume 21 Number 3.) 
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SIGNERS OF PORTER PHILATELIC PAGES—BEST 





By Robert F. Porter 





On December 1, 1946, the first Sunday after my 
discharge from the US Army, the young people 
of our church had a welcome home party for me 
after the evening service. 


One of the loud mouths at the party said, Bob, 
do you remember you said that you would kick in 
the seat of the pants the first Army officer you 
met after you were discharged? | said, Yes, | 
remember. But, what does that have to do with 
this party? He said, Meet Lt. Walter Best. 


With a big smile, Walt stuck out his hand. But I 
said, Turn around. He did. And, | did. Then we 
shook hands. That kick in the seat of Walt's 
pants became a weld in a friendship that lasted 
until the day of his death, September 9, 2003, at 
age 86. 


At this party we talked about his experience in 
flying as a civilian and as a military pilot. When 
he discovered that | had soloed in 1945 and 
came home from the Army with enough money 
saved up to buy an airplane, our kindred love of 
flying added another dimension in our friendship. 
He helped me find my first airplane . . . a 1942 
Taylorcraft. 


We would often fly in formation. Walt would hang 
his 450 hp BT-13 on the prop to slow it down 
enough so he could fly along side my 65 hp T- 





d p. жа 
(Walter E. Best and Robert Ford Porter, 1949.) 
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Craft trimmed and throttled up to go as fast as | 
could go in straight and level flight. This was 
quite a sight from the ground. Walt had several 
planes. The Stagger Wing Beechcraft was his 
favorite. 


Walt’s father, Frank E. Best, was the inventor of 
the Best Locking System. Walt became his fa- 
ther's patent draftsman with his drawing board in 
his father’s office. | stood at his elbow many af- 
ternoons, watching him draw intricate three- 
dimensional views of locks and parts of lock and 
tools his father had invented. | was waiting for 
him to get off work so we could go flying. Best 
Locks were in use throughout the entire United 
States before both of us were discharged from 
military service. The company continued to grow. 
Today, of the businesses listed in Fortune 500, 
more than 9096 of them are secured with Best 
Locks. You can see Best Locks everywhere. 


When the USPS issued a 40-cent stamp honor- 
ing Claire L. Chennault, | decided to publish PPP 
46 and ask Walt to sign with me. He was happy 
to oblige. Brigadier General Chennault was put 
in command of all US Air Forces in the Burma- 
China theater of operations. His Flying Tigers 
were P-40 fighter planes. Although Walt did not 
fly in combat, he was a P-40 pilot. In fact, Walt 
was made an instructor to rehabilitate combat 





(Walt in his Stagger Wing Beechcraft, 1953.) 
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(Porter Philatelic Page PPP 46 - Claire L. Chennault) 
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SIGNERS OF PORTER PHILATELIC PAGES (CONTINUED) 





pilots who had been shot down. On December 7, 1994, the 53rd Anniversary of 

" | Pearl Harbor Day, he announced the stamp fea- 
When the William T. Piper 40-cent stamp was turing a mushroom cloud over the inscription, 
issued, | published PPP 52 (below). | soloed in à — Atomic bombs hasten war's end, August 1945, 
J3 Piper Cub on November 30, 1945. I earned à would be withdrawn from the set of ten stamps 
commercial pilot license in that plane on April 11, апа replaced with one featuring President Harry 


1952. During my active flying days, the four- ^ 5. Truman preparing to announce the end of the 
passenger Piper Cherokee was my favorite air- ^ war. 


plane. Writing the commentaries on my pages 
were the hardest part of publishing the page, but This enraged many people. Several different la- 
writing the commentary for the Piper Page was bels were published to lash out at President Clin- 
one | really enjoyed. Walt was happy to sign it — ton. Walt secured several sheets of labels pro- 
with me. duced by Gerry Newhouse, a realtor in Colum- 
bus, Ohio, and a 49-year-old former US Marine, 
When the World War Il Victory at Last stamp and gave me enough for the 50 pages and 
was issued, | published PPP 68 (next page). ^ matching FDCs | had produced. Walt was happy 
This was the issue for which President Clinton to sign this page with me. These three PPPs, 


secured a change in the design of one stamp. ^ cosigned with Walter E. Best, are still available. 


WILLIAM T. PIPER 
40-cents Airmail Stamp 

May 17, 1991 

Denver, Colorado 


FIRST DAY OF ISSUE DEDICATION CEREMONY 
Rompex Stamp Show 


o 
Olympic F Official Olymp 
William T. Piper, 1881-1970, Av 
Maker of the famous Piper Cub light al 
Widely known as the “Henry Ford of 





(Above: Walter and Robert, 1991.) КЕЕ Е 
xg X REP Um 


(Right: Porter Philatelic Page 52, William Piper.) 
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WORLD WAR II 
Victory at Last 


32-cent Commemorative Stamp 
September 2, 1995 


Honolulu, Hawaii dens У A 
First Day of Issue Private Ceremony — nen = 


On board aircraft carrier 055 Carl Vinson 
Honolulu, Hawaii 
Ма replaced with stamp of President Truman Н 

Stamp Specifications: 
Designer: William H. Bond veretur Bae воље, 1o ЗЕН 
Art Director: Howard Paine 
Typographer: Tom Mann 
Project Manager: Elizabeth A. Altobell 
Printing Process: Offset/intaglio 
Colors: Offset - Yellow, magenta, cyan, black 

Intaglio - black 
Overall Size: 0.99 x 1.56 in., or 25.14 x 39.62 mm 
Image Area: 0.84 x 1.41 in., or 21.33 x 35.81 mm 
Plate Numbers: Five (one intaglio, four offset) 
Stamps per Pane: 20 (10 different stamps and map) 
Marginal Markings: © U.S. Postal Service 1994, 

This is the fifth in a series of World War Il 


50th Anniversary stamp sheets being issued by 
the Postal Service from 1991 throi 1995. 


Rometomne bonor (err гебен veterans, 1947 


* 


On November 17, 1994, the fifth sheet in the series of sheets commemorating World War Il, was unveiled. Immediately it 
drew criticism. A controversy followed. It was overthe design of one stamp featuring a mushroom cloud over the inscription, 


"Atomic bombs hasten war's end, August, 
On December 7, 1994, the 53rd Annivers 


, 1945. 
ary of Pearl Harbor Day, an announcement was made by President Clinton that 


this stamp would be withdrawn from the set of ten different stamps on the sheet. On December ‚а USPS press release 
said the atomic stamp "will be replaced by a stamp design featuring President Harry S. Truman preparing to announce the 


end of the war." 


This was a complete reversal of the USPS's earlier comments which said: "We would be remiss in omitting such a 
watershed and historically critical event as the use of the atomic bomb. Our purpose is to provide a comprehensive history 


of events of WW ЇЇ, and we are not making a value judgement on those events 


Postmaster General Marvin Runyon egi ceps saying: "We are changing the design of the stamp because of the 
al time in U.S. 


importance of U.S./Japan relations at this 
views that it was T to do so." 
USPS's spokesman, 


foreign policy, 


because President Clinton conveyed his 
obin Wright, was quoted as saying: "We believe the long-term interests of the U.S. are best served 


by reina Жа spots beri oon 
Mine hei the and the “flip-flop” of the USPS. The USPS had it right when the stamp was designed and when 
sheet was unve 
After the atomic bomb stamp was withdrawn, several different labels have been panad to lash out at President Clinton. 
The label we have featured was cepe К. d Newhouse, a realtor in Columbus, Ohio, and a 49 year old former 
from оаѕ 


U.S. Marine. They are available 
l received a supply of these labels from my friend, Walter E. Best, and с 
from the WW II sheet so | could make a personal statement 


t Marketing, 1620 E. Broad Street, Suite 106, Col 
onsequently decided 


‚ OH 43203. 


to feature a random stamp 


My battalion was on bivouac, training for the land invasion of Japan. when the two atomic bombs were dropped. We knew 


about the bombs until we returned to Camp Blanding, 
Молим la дз ~ 


You cannot imagine the relief it brought when we 


ind invasion was off and a Japanese surrendor was expected due to the atomic bombs. As horrible as the atomic 


bomb explosions were, they stop] 
U.S. military personnel. | believe President Truman made a difficult but very right decision. 


ped a war that would have been much more horrible for Japan as well as for the loss of 


ВЕР: ASPPP #153 CL, APS #133290, AFDCS #17342, CMA #012, BCCC #262, Americana #1444, Ind SC 41101R 


ж 


#/ of ге РЕНЕ ВЕС ers s 


PORTER PHILATELIC PAGES & FDCs: Designed and published by: Robert Ford Porter, Litt_D., 3925 М. Delaware Street, indianapolis, Indiana 46205-2649 (317) 283-2457 


(Porter Philatelic Page PPP 68 - WW II Victory at Last with Atomic Bomb Label) 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 


By Ron Walenciak 





It's election time at the ASPPP once again. As 
you can see from the ballot on the next page, 
most of your Board of Directors decided to run 
again and no other members made nominations 
or submitted their names as candidates. Al- 
though it isn't a contested election, | would ap- 
preciate it if you would take the time to vote; it 
helps us to know that the membership in inter- 
ested in what we do and appreciates our service 
to the society. If you have the chance, | would 
also appreciate it if you would write to us and let 
us know what you think about the society and its 
focus, both in the Journal and on the web. 


David Weinberg decided not to serve another 
two-year term. | thank David for his help over the 
years; he's had a number of good ideas, and | 
hope we'll see a future article on one of his col- 
lecting interests: postmark cancellation differ- 
ences on Souvenir Pages. 


In another part of the Journal I've listed dates for 
various stamp shows that we would really like to 
participate in: Americover, Stampshow, and the 
Mega Event. l've found, however, that we (your 
officers) can't do this alone. We need local help 
to get the tables set up, to meet collectors for 
even a small part of any day, to meet with us 
and the USPS to discuss Pages and Panels, and 
to take down and forward the ASPPP material 
left at the show on the last day. If you live in the 
Washington DC area, the Grand Rapids MI area, 
or New York NY or the tri-state area, we need 
your help. 


| hope all of your holidays were wonderful and 1 
wish you, on behalf of the entire Board of Direc- 
tors of the ASPPP, a very happy, healthy and 
prosperous New Year 2005. 


SOUVENIR PAGE YEAR-SET SALE! 





Thanks to a very generous donation of Souvenir 
Pages by Charles Simmons, the ASPPP has a 
number of Souvenir Page Year Sets to sell, and 
we've decided to make them available to the 
membership at unheard-of prices! 


Quantities are limited. Shipping (Priority Mail 
postage) is not included in the US$ prices listed. 
If interested, contact Gerald Blankenship by 
email at asppp134@aol.com or by phone at 281- 
324-2709 and he will tell you if the sets you want 
are available, and what the total cost is. 


This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to fill in 
any gaps in your Page collection! All money 
goes directly into the ASPPP Treasury. 
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1973 (23 Pages) $23.00 
1974 (20 Pages) $20.00 
1975 (26 Pages) $26.00 
1976 (24 Pages) $36.00 
1977 (21Pages) $16.00 
1978 (28 Pages) $21.00 
1979 (25 Pages) $21.00 
1980 (25 Pages) $15.00 
1981 (38 Pages) $30.00 
1982 (36 Pages) $30.00 
1984 (38 Pages) $30.00 
1985 (51 Pages) $90.00 
1986 (31 Pages) $20.00 
1987 (37 Pages) $30.00 
1988 (59 Pages) $55.00 
1992 (43 Pages) $65.00 
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ELECTION 2005— ASPPP BOARD OF DIRECTORS 


By ASPPP Election Committee Chairman Lloyd deVries 





As per the ASPPP By-Laws, it is time once again 
to elect the Members of the Board of Directors. 
Those elected will serve for 2005 and 2006. 
Since the current Board Members ran unop- 
posed, we decided not to print candidate state- 
ments. 


Ballots (paper or email) must be received by 
February 15, 2005 at one of the addresses listed 
on the bottom of the ballot. Ballots may be in- 
cluded with your dues payment, if preferred, and 


will be forwarded to the Election Chairman if re- 
ceived by February 15. Otherwise, ballots sent to 
any other address or email address will not be 
counted. Include your membership number from 
your mailing label on the back of this Journal. 


The results of the election will be published in 
the next Page & Panel Journal. As per the By- 
Laws, the Board of Directors will then convene 
and elect a President, Vice President, Secretary 
and Treasurer. 


ASPPP 2005 Election Ballot 


Members of the Board of Directors, 2-year term (vote for 6) 


C Gerald Blankenship 
C John Ngai 

CO Gary West 

С) Ron Walenciak 


O David Jones 


Write O -in: 


CO Write-in: 
CO Write-in: 
CO Write-in: 
O Write-in: 

















С) May Day Taylor 


С) Write-in: 





Note: As per the Bylaws, the ASPPP Founder (Bud Scrantom) is automatically 
included on the Board of Directors and is not elected by the membership. 


Your vote must be received by February 15, 2005. 


Ballot choices may be submitted via email to a special address set up for 2005: 
election@asppp.org 
or may be sent by regular mail to 
ASPPP Election, c/o Dragon Cards, PO Box 561, Paramus, NJ 07653. 
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2005 ANNUAL ASPPP AUCTION 





By ASPPP Auction Chairman Gerald Blankenship 





The 2005 ASPPP Auction is fast approaching. 
Several members have already sent in their lots 
for this auction, which starts in May 2005. 


This is the FIRST notice of the auction. | need 
your lots no later than April 15, 2005. You can 
ship Pages or Panels to our P.O. Box 475, 
Crosby TX 77532 or ship them to my home ad- 
dress at 539 North Gum Gully, Crosby TX 
77532. 


We have had several very successful auctions 
over the past few years, so it pays to use our 
auction. Not only will you be selling your dupli- 
cates but your society will benefit by the commis- 
sion that is collected. | want to thank everyone 
who has sent in auction lots and especially those 
of you that have bid in previous auctions. 

We need donations of Pages, Stamp Posters 
and Commemorative Panels. We give away hun- 


dreds of Pages to prospective members at 
stamp shows. We have been giving a free set of 
North American Wildlife Pages with each new 
membership at these shows. A member donated 
15 sets for that purpose and we are running low. 


Also, we are accepting items as donations to the 
ASPPP to help raise funds for special projects. 
In the near future, we hope to have available a 
CD with several inventory lists of Souvenir 
Pages, Commemorative panels, PNC pages, 
pages with lines, and booklet varieties. We could 
use your help on any of these projects. You just 
need a computer. These are only some of the 
projects your board is working on. Send dona- 
tions to the same addresses listed above. 


Thanks to Charles McClure for his donation of 
Stamp Posters. The society appreciates it. 


AUCTION CONDITIONS OF SALE 


1. The placing of a bid and/or submission of a 
lot will constitute acceptance of these condi- 
tions of sale. 

All lots are guaranteed genuine. 

Lots will be sold to the highest bidder at one 

advance over the second highest bid. 

4. All bidders must be active members and 
are requested to use their ASPPP number. 

5. All bids must be signed, unless you e-mail 
your bid. 

6. Bid by lot numbers and mail to ASPPP 
AUCTION , C/O Gerald Blankenship, P.O. 
Box 475, Crosby, Texas 77532-0475 or 
email asppp134@aol.com. 

7. Winning bidders will be shipped their lots, 
and payment must be made within five (5) 


won 
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days. The winning bidder will pay all post- 
age fees. Make checks payable to : Gerald 
Blankenship — not the ASPPP. This will 
serve as your receipt of payment for the lots. 

8. Lots that do not sell will be returned to the 
owner at his/her expense. 

9. With the exception of any 
described lots, all sales are final. 

10. There is a 1096 commission (15% for non- 
members) collected by the ASPPP from the 
seller's proceeds on all lots sold. 

11. Lots must be received by April 15, 2005. 


incorrectly- 
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CATALOG REVIEWS 





By John Ngai 





This is my annual Review of catalogs for Souve- 
nir or Cancellation Pages and Commemorative 
Panels. This year | purchased and studied the 
31st Edition Postal Service Guide to US Stamps, 
and Scott's Specialized Catalog of US Stamps 
2005 edition, 


| made my annual trek on Sunday Oct. 17, 2004 
to the Fall ASDA Mega Show at the Javits Con- 
vention Center in New York. Unfortunately, an 
emergency arose which prevented me from at- 
tending on Thursday, Oct. 14, 2004, the opening 
day of the show, and meeting with Ron Walen- 
ciak, Gerald Blankenship, and May Day Taylor. 


This show is one of three shows that is actively 
sponsored by the US Postal Service with a large 
booth. Similar to last year, there was a USPS 
booth promoting the subscription programs; 
Cancellation Pages and Commemorative Panels 
were prominently displayed with samples. 


Selected First Day Ceremony programs were 
also used as sample handouts. In attendance at 
the booth was Cindy Tackett from USPS head- 
quarters in Washington D.C., and Mary Sue 
Derks from Stamp Fulfillment Services in Kansas 
City, MO. | had a nice discussion with Mary Sue 
Derks concerning the current state of the sub- 
scription programs. Their general thrust appears 
to reach out to the younger population and con- 
sidering expanding to non stamp collector ven- 
ues with displays and promotions. 


While at the show, copies of the 31st edition of 
The Postal Service Guide to US Stamps, and the 
Scott's Specialized Catalog of US Stamps, 2005 
edition were purchased. These catalogues are 
similar to prior years and updated with more cur- 
rent information. The latest Scott catalog in- 
cludes color for the stamps whereas in prior 
years it was black and white. 


Our society is listed in both the guide and the 
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Scott catalog under societies for reference and 
for additional information. 


In the Guide, it appears that the introduction has 
been shortened from eight pages to four pages 
over the years; as a result, descriptions of the 
collectibles included in the subscription pro- 
grams under 'what else can | collect' have been 
dropped. | had worked hard to have this informa- 
tion included in this section in prior years. 
Thankfully, our society continues to be listed for 
additional information concerning Pages and 
Panels in the quarterly USA Philatelic catalog 
issued by the USPS; the subscription programs 
continue to be actively promoted in USA Phila- 
telic. 


As in the past, my interest in the Guide and the 
Scott Specialized catalogs is the Pages and 
Panels sections. 


The Guide includes all listings up to 2003; no 
prices are mentioned for the 2003 year issues. 
The numbering in the Guide is consistent with 
what appears on the Pages and Panels. For 
Pages issued prior to 1988 (back to 1972, the 
start of the subscription program), the assigned 
numbers provided by the ASPPP continue to be 
used by the USPS; as a result, we have consis- 
tency as these same numbers are used by the 
ASPPP for reference and in our annual auction. 
Commemorative Panels have been consecu- 
tively numbered by the USPS since their incep- 
tion in 1972. 


The current Guide states that the pricing is from 
the 2004 edition of the Scott's Specialized cata- 
log; while the 31st edition was published in Octo- 
ber, 2004, the USPS actually started work on 
this edition in late 2003 or early 2004, which may 
account for why prices were not available for the 
2003 issues of Pages and Panels. These prices 
are supplied by Scott Publishing Company. 
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CATALOG REVIEWS (CONTINUED) 


For the Scott Specialized Catalog of US Stamps, 
the 2005 edition is also published in October, 
2004; however, their catalog includes prices for 
Pages and Panels through 2003; for Cancella- 
tion Pages prices are listed for the first six 
stamps issued in 2004 up to March 2, 2004; ob- 
viously, Scott's own catalog has later informa- 
tion. 


As for numbering, Scott maintains their own pro- 
prietary and copyrighted numbering system so 
that the number appearing on the Souvenir Page 
or the Commemorative Panel is NOT used or 
referenced in the Scott Specialized catalog. 
Scott does include the Scott stamp number in 
their listings. The Scott listing for Souvenir 
Pages actually starts with 'unofficial Souvenir 
Pages, generally folded' (we refer to them as 
Stamp Posters). 


Prices for Souvenir Pages have largely stayed 
consistent year to year; the lowest price for se- 
lected common pages in the 1980's is $1.25; the 
Family Planning Page continues to be listed at 
$400.00. For Pages issued since 1996, the 
catalog price show a value of $5 upwards and 
from 1999 onward, the price is $6 and up, with 
Greetings from America showing a value of 
$37.50. 


Prices for Commemorative Panels have also 
stayed consistent year to year, and the lowest 
price for selected common Panels is in the $44 
range. Panels since 1993 show a higher price 
starting at $8; subsequently, in 1995 Panels 
show a price starting at $10 and since 2001, the 
prices start at $12, with the Greetings from 
America panel listed as $40 and $42.50 respec- 
tively. 


It appears largely that the more recent years of 
Pages and Panels are cataloguing around 2 to 2 
1/2 times what was paid while in the subscription 
program. These recent years issues are gener- 
ally more in demand in the secondary retail mar- 
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ket as collectors hold onto recent issues. 


As | have mentioned in the past, any catalog 
price is only for reference; actual Pages and 
Panels may sell for more or less, depending on 
the topical demand, and the supply held by deal- 
ers in the secondary market. 


Pages and Panels sold via the annual ASPPP 
auction have been sold at prices that are lower 
than catalog. At the ASDA Mega Show, | saw 
one dealer who was selling Commemorative 
Panels at 2x the value of the stamps!! That is 
certainly a new low, although it was the end of 
the show and his main priority may have been 
not to take them back home. 


The prices are consistent in both the Postal Ser- 
vice Guide and Scott Specialized; of course, 
they should be, as Scott provides the prices in 
the Guide the only difference being the timing 
and the apparently longer lead time required for 
the Guide to be published. 


| did NOT purchase or review the prices in the 
Brookman catalog; | found, as in previous years, 
the Brookman catalog to be more of a retail and 
dealer catalog with Pages and Panels to sell, as 
opposed to the USPS and Scott Publishing who 
are NOT in the secondary resale market. A case 
in point: the Brookman catalog shows a price of 
$6.50 for the Parkman Souvenir Page whereas 
the Guide and Scott's Specialized list this Page 
at $2.75 


| remind everyone that we collect Pages and 
Panels for the enjoyment value and NOT the po- 
tential resale value. Many of the prices in the 
Postal Service Guide and Scott's Specialized 
may be disappointing in the long run, and deal- 
ers are paying substantially less than catalog for 
those who are selling and leaving the hobby. 


The laws of supply and demand enter into play. 
To create demand, we have to create awareness 
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CATALOG REVIEWS (CONTINUED) 


of Pages and Panels as collectibles. This is 
where you as members of the ASPPP come in; 
go to stamp shows, go to schools, promote 
Pages and Panels. Be a proud member of the 
society. If we create awareness which in turn 
creates demand, the price may increase based 
on the limited supply that exists. By the way, 
demand also includes increasing our member- 
ship rolls! 


| recently came across another collectible, (not in 
the stamp hobby). | read through their magazine 
and other materials, and | could not help but no- 






REVIEW: USPS BINDERS AND SLEEVES 


tice the enthusiasm of its membership, attending 
shows and conventions, and creating regional 
chapters and sub-chapters. Many sell the col- 
lectible on various on-line auction sites, and of- 
ten mention that they are a 'proud member of ....' 
and list their membership number. If we could 
generate a similar kind of enthusiasm with 
Pages and Panels, maybe our collectible can 
grow, and hopefully along with it, demand and 
enhanced prices. We on the Board of Directors 
cannot do it alone. 


Happy holidays. 


By John Мда 





While at the ASDA Mega Show in New York in 
October, 2004, | came across the Commemora- 
tive Collection binders that the USPS had on dis- 
play at their subscription booth. Subsequently, | 
purchased this product which forms the basis for 
this review and commentary. 


The USPS offers the binder for sale in the USA 
Philatelic mail-order catalog, 1-800-STAMP24 (1 
-800-782-6724); the item number is #880600 
and it is priced at $21.95 for the binder and 20 
acetate pages, which can store up to 40 Pages 
or Panels back to back. If you need additional 
acetate pages, they are available at $9.95 for 10 
acetate pages, item #880700. 


The binder is 3 ring with acetate pages that are 3 
hole punched. The acetate pages measure in full 
9 1/8 x 11 1/2 including the 3 hole punch. Please 
note this acetate page is NOT your standard size 
page that is available in office supply stores. 
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The design of the acetate page is a foldout and 
thus not sealed at the bottom. These are not top 
loaded pages, nor is there a seam to separate 
the 3 hole punch from the contents. Based on 
the spacing of the hole, which is 1/2 inch to the 
edge, it allows a 1/8 inch gap which means the 
acetate page can accomodate the Commemora- 
tive Panel which measures 8 1/2 x 11 1/4 inches. 
(NOT 8 1/2 x 11 as stated in USA Philatelic). 
However, because the vertical side is not sealed, 
there is the possibility of ring damage to the Pan- 
els over time, as the Panel can easily shift. The 
acetate pages also contain a black filler; while | 
assume this filler is adequate for storage, to be 
on the safe side, | would remove this black liner, 
and store the Panels back to back to eliminate a 
possible source of toning of the Panels. 


| am not overly happy with the design of these 
acetate pages; because it is a foldout design, 
Panels can fall out of the bottom. 


REVIEW: USPS BINDERS AND SLEEVES (CONTINUED) 


The current 3 ring binder is good quality; how- 
ever, when compared to the prior 23 ring binder, 
there is a noticeable difference. 


Current 3 ring binder Prior 23 ring binder 


Binder 10 7/8 x 12 1/4 11 1/8x 12 1/2 
Spine height 19/16 1 7/8 

right edge squared rounded 

Design З ring 1 in. О ring 23 rings 1 in. D ring 
Acetate pages 9 1/8 x 11 1/2 9 7/8 x 11 1/2 


Because the binder rings are mounted on the flat 
surface as opposed to the spine, the possibility 
of ring damage is somewhat minimized. As you 
can see from the above specs, the prior acetate 
pages offer more spacing from the ring holes, 
but did not necessarily hold the Panels snugly in 
place. The newer acetate pages, while holding 
the Panels in place snugly, only provide a 1/8 
inch gap from the binder rings. 


There is also the very real possibility that a col- 
lector would 3-hole-punch the Соттетога ме 
Panel, thus defacing its original pristine condi- 
tion. As we all know, 3-hole-punches are readily 
available from office supply stores, whereas 23 
hole punches are harder to come by!! NOTE: DO 
NOT 3-HOLE-PUNCH any Souvenir Page or 
Соттетога ће Panel. 


| would prefer to see an acetate page which is 
sized as follows; top loading, vertical seam, 3 
hole punched, 8 5/8 x 11 1/2 (220mm x 290mm) 
for content with overall size of 240 x 290 ap- 
proximate which would safely store Commemo- 
rative Panels. 


You will notice that | have geared this discussion 
towards Commemorative Panels. The binder as 
sold by the USPS is generic for both Pages and 
Panels (commemorative cancellations and com- 
memorative panels), and is labeled American 
Commemorative Collections. Priced at $21.95 
with 20 acetate pages, it pays to buy the binder 
with the acetate pages, because the same quan- 
tity of acetate pages purchased separately would 
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cost $19.90. 


Commemorative Cancellations (Souvenir Pages) 
are sized 8 x 10 1/2; these Pages can be stored 
in readily available top loading 8 1/2 x 11 docu- 
ment holder with a seamed 3 hole punch and 
generic binders from office supply houses. 


As for storage, most people would store their 
Pages and Panels on a shelf in a binder with the 
spine in the vertical position. Over time, the con- 
tents may shift due to gravity. Also dust may 
start to seep into the Pages and Panels stored in 
an exposed binder in a vertical position. One 
option is to store the binders in a file cabinet or a 
lateral hanging file cabinet. However, the size of 
the USPS American Commemorative Collections 
binder does NOT make for easy storage in a 
standard office cabinet. 


Place the binders with the spine facing up 
(horizontal); thus with the force of gravity, the 
Pages and Panels would hang 'suspended' from 
the binder and minimize dust accumulating. Do 
NOT stack binders one on top of another, as 
over time, the sheer weight can cause Pages 
and Panels to stick together. 


Further protection for the binders can be had 
with binders that have dust cases (slipcases) 
which are sold separately. If you buy binders 
with slipcases, these can be stored vertically on 
a shelf and its contents protected. The USPS 
binder is NOT sold with a slipcase. 


To find a binder and acetate pages that can 
properly store Commemorative Panels with ade- 
quate protection from the elements at a reason- 
able price is not easy due to the odd size of the 
Panels. Many of the binders and acetate pages 
manufactured by various specialty stamp supply 
companies have multiple holes punched, e.g. 4, 
6, 7, 11, 13, 14, 17, 18, 24 holes or post binders, 
are quite expensive, and not interchangable. 


The Page & Panel Journal [4th Quarter 2004] 


MEMBERSHIP REPORT 





Information of interest to ASPPP Members 





New Provisional Members: 


As per Article 7.1 of our By-Laws, this is notice 
that the following new members have applied for 
membership in the ASPPP: 


2345.. Muir, Viola; Worcester, MA 

2346.. Hoeschen, Alan; So. San Francisco, CA 
2347.. Van Pelt, Charles; Germantown, TN 
2348.. Scott, Philip J.; San Diego, CA 


New Members shall remain "provisional" until the 
publication of the next Journal, at which time 
they will be listed in the section below as "New 
Regular Members" provided no dissenting vote 
based on evidence that the person is not of good 
character is received by the Membership 
Chairman, as per By-Laws Article 7.2. 


Membership Statistics: 


Active Members, Volume 21#3............... 438 
Memberships Expired ............................ -12 
New Метбегѕ........................................ ... 4 
Renewed/Previously Expired.................. ... 2 
Active members, Volume 21#4............... 432 


Collecting Interest Codes: 


US Souvenir Pages 

Watermarks on Pages 

Plate Number Coils on Pages 
Error pages 

Page Oddities & Varieties 

First Day Canceled Stamp Posters 
Mint (uncanceled) Stamp Posters 
Privately-produced Pages 

US Commemorative Panels 
Error panels 

First Day Canceled Panels 


х=” оттоо о> 
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New Regular Members: 


Baty, Roger (#2331) Interests: unlisted 
924 Sharon Rd. E., Redlands CA 92374-2602 


Benson, Michelle C. (42340) Interests: A-D,F-K 
PO Box 4891, Crestline CA 92325 


Bishop, Bill (#2329) Interests: unlisted 
AZ 


Blomberg, Judy A. (#2339) Interests: А,О, | 
TX 


Chaskes, Howard (#2341) Interests: C 
162-01 Powells Cove, Whitestone NY 11357 


Christenson, Dakin (#2330) Interests: A,B,D,E 
12003 Paladora Point, Houston TX 77041 


Dicus, Jennifer (#2344) Interests: А,К 
3461 SW Beaverton, Portland OR 97239 


Dubina, Stephen B. Jr. (#2334) Interests: C 
PA 


Palmer, Thomas (#2337) Interests: A,F 
38 Shadow Ln., Holden ME 04429-7177 


Parsons, Russell L. (#2333) Interests: | 
303 Lookiba Ln., Ellijay GA 30540 


Perdomo, Guillermo Jr. (#2338) Interests: | 
HQ ARCENT-QA AT TN, APO AE 09898 


Plume, John E. (#2342) Interests: A,G,I,K 
5308 Royal Crest Drive, Dallas TX 75229-5541 


Smith, William L. (#2332) Interests: А, 
OK 


Uselman, Clint (#2343) Interests: A,1,K 
480 May St., Mt. Angel OR 97362 


MEMBERSHIP REPORT (CONTINUED) 





White, Kenneth (#2336) Interests: A,C,1,K 
PO Box 571422, Houston TX 77257-1422 


Wolff, William F. III (#2335) Interests: A,C,F,1,K 
1088 Park Ave., New York, NY 10128 


Member Address Changes: 


Gleason, Robert C. (deceased 9/2003) 


Koehler, Kenneth Jr. 
1126 Elkins Lake, Huntsville TX 77340 


Page & Panel Philatelic Events: 


The ASPPP is planning to participate in the fol- 
lowing stamp shows (additional information will 
be provided as it is received and printed in the 
Journal and displayed on the society's website at 
WWW.asppp.org ): 


AMERICOVER 2005, Washington, DC 
July 29-31, 2005 


APS Stampshow 2005, Grand Rapids, MI 
August 4-7, 2005 


ASDA Mega Event Fall 2005, New York, NY 
October 27-30, 2005 





THE SEARCH FOR PNC-S ON SOUVENIR PAGES 


By Ron Walenciak 





Since the first plate number coils (pncs) came 
out in April 1981, some Souvenir Page collectors 
have been looking for them. Some have looked 
for just any Page with a pnc, while other more 
serious collectors have looked for Pages with 
pncs in different positions in a strip of coil 
stamps. Some, like Gerald Blankenship, have 
even looked at the watermarks on the Pages 
and searched for pncs in each position on each 
watermarked Souvenir Page! 


Gerald has put his personal research together in 
the form of a Microsoft Excel spreadsheet listing 
every possible combination of Pages, plate num- 
bers and positions, and what is known to exist in 
collectors' hands. He has made that spreadsheet 
available to the pnc-collector community in order 
to see if those items that are not known to exist 
really are sitting in someone's collection. He 
would like to see good photocopies or scans of 
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any of these "unknown" Pages. 


The following page shows the printout of the first 
page of his spreadsheet (it prints 31 pages when 
printed in landscape mode, too many to print in 
our Journal, although | might consider printing 
later years in "installments" in the future.) The 
entire spreadsheet is available on our 
www.asppp.org website for you to download, 
and will be updated constantly as new pnc com- 
binations are created or found. If you don't have 
internet access but have a computer with Excel, 
write to Gerald or | and we'll send you the file on 
a diskette or cd. If you don't have a computer, 
write to us and we'll see what we can do for you. 


As you can see, Gerald lists the ASPPP (USPS) 
number for the Page, the Scott number for the 
stamp, the issue date and description. Then he 
lists the Page watermark, the plate number, the 
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THE SEARCH FOR PNC-S ON SOUVENIR PAGES (CONTINUED) 


number of stamps in the strip, and the position of 
the plate number on the strip. Columns lettered | 
through O show a graphical look at the position, 
with blacked-out areas for positions that aren't a 
possibility (you can't have anything in positions 3 
-7 on a strip of 2 stamps!) Finally, the column 
labeled "KC" is "Known to Collectors" and con- 
tains an "X" if the Page is known to exist or a 
shaded, empty box if it has not yet been discov- 
ered. 


As you can see, Gerald has already found that 
many of the early Page combinations do exist, 
by looking at his own collection and those of a 
number of other pnc-Page collectors. The PNC3 
society is also participating in this search. How- 
ever, there are still a good number to search for, 
especially in more recent years! 


Looking at the spreadsheet shown on the previ- 
ous page, line 32 has a listing for the 5.9-cent 
Bicycle coil, Souvenir Page 82-7, with a strip of 4 
stamps. Plate Number 3 on the Souvenir Page 
with the Byron-Weston 1980 watermark has only 
been found in positions 2, 3 and 4. Position 1 is 
not known to exist. For Plate Number 4 on the 
same Page, positions 1 and 2 are not known to 
exist. 


In the early 1980's, it would have been difficult 
for collectors to accumulate this much informa- 
tion and keep the search going; one collector 
could have mailed another small group of collec- 
tors, or we could have asked questions in the 
Journal and reported back the answers received, 
but it would have taken years to get to this point. 
Now, with the internet, we can involve thousands 
of collectors and ask them to look through their 
collections and see what exists. In addition to the 
research nature of this exercise, it expands the 
possibility for the sale and trade of PNC Pages. 


To participate in this research, download the 


spreadsheet and just spend an enjoyable eve- 
ning looking through your Souvenir Page collec- 
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tion. See if you have any pnc Pages. | so, let 
Gerald know and he'll talk to you about verifying 
your find (the reason for "verification" is that of- 
ten a collector will insist he or she has a plate 
number “1”, for example, when in reality it is a 
“7”, or something like that. Watermarks are 
sometimes harder to determine, if not impossi- 
ble; however, you can generally hold them up to 
a light source and get a pretty good idea of what 
the watermark is. (Or, maybe you'll be the first to 
find a new watermark combination!) 


The spreadsheet on the web will be updated as 
new items are discovered (that is, as quickly as 
Gerald can email me an updated copy.) We will 
list new finds here in the Journal each quarter 
and acknowledge those responsible for the find; 
consider that your “15 minutes of fame”. 


On the following pages you will see just the 
spreadsheet rows for combinations that are not 
known to exist. Since | couldn’t print the entire 
spreadsheet, | thought at least | could show you 
the main items that you should be looking for! 
However, | would really suggest that you look at 
the entire spreadsheet just in case you have 
something that is completely unknown (such as 
a Page with a watermark that has not been seen 
at all!) If you have the time, you could even let 
Gerald know exactly which pnc-Pages you have; 
while it’s a lot of work, | think it might be interest- 
ing for us all to know which numbers or combina- 
tions are “rare” as compared to others. 


As you look at your Pages, note that some Plate 
Numbers are multiple numbers, often in different 
colors, one of which is often yellow. Yellow is 
hard to see against a white background, and the 
Plate Number is frequently reported without that 
digit. Additionally, Plate numbers have occasion- 
ally shown up miss-cut at the top of a stamp! 


Send all information to Gerald Blankenship. You 


can email him at asppp134@aol.com or write to 
him at PO Box 475, Crosby TX 77532. 
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The Page & Panel Journal [4th Quarter 2004] 


FOR SALE BY THE ASPPP 


All prices postpaid - support your society! 
See our website www.asppp.org or email or write to us at the address below for more information. 


The following items are illustrated in color on our web site, www.asppp.org. 


Year of the Rabbit USPS First Day Commemorative Panel: $7.00 each 

Purple Heart Page dual First Day Cancel, Mt Vernon (5/30/03) & Somerset (8/1/03) : $7.00 each 
postpaid (see back cover). 

Coverlet Eagle Page with additional stamp and AMERICOVER 2002 show cancel (7/12/02): $7.00 
each postpaid (see back cover). 

The Missing Year 2000 Souvenir Pages (Canon Postal Heritage Facsimile Pages): $20.00. 


Prices reduced on back issues of our Page & Panel Journal (all postpaid) !!! 


The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (3rd Quarter 2004, Volume 21 Number 3): $4.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (2nd Quarter 2004, Volume 21 Number 2): $4.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (1st Quarter 2004, Volume 21 Number 1): $4.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (4th Quarter 2003, Volume 20 Number 4): $3.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (3rd Quarter 2003, Volume 20 Number 3): $3.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (2nd Quarter 2003, Volume 20 Number 2): $3.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (1st Quarter 2003, Volume 20 Number 1): $3.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (4th Quarter 2002, Volume 19 Number 4): $2.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (3rd Quarter 2002, Volume 19 Number 3): $2.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (2nd Quarter 2002, Volume 19 Number 2): ***sold out***. 
The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (1st Quarter 2002, Volume 19 Number 1): $2.00 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (4th Quarter 2001, Volume 18 Number 4): $1.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (3rd Quarter 2001, Volume 18 Number 3): $1.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (2nd Quarter 2001, Volume 18 Number 2): ***sold out***. 
The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (1st Quarter 2001, Volume 18 Number 1): $1.00. 

The Page & Panel Journal, back issue (2nd Quarter 2000, Volume 17 Number 2): $1.00. 


Send your request with check or money order to: 
ASPPP, Gerald Blankenship, PO Box 475, Crosby, TX 77532. 
For more information, email asppp134@aol.com. 
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MEMBER ADS 





Members may place one free classified ad per 
Journal (requests for additional ads will be 
honored on a space-available basis.) Send ads 
to ASPPP Editor, Ron Walenciak, PO Box 1042, 
Washington Township, NJ 07676. Space will be 
allocated to Page, Panel and Poster ads first; 
after that we will print any ads that you think 
might interest the membership. Ads may also be 
listed on the www.asppp.org web site, if re- 
quested. 


Want to trade for Souvenir pages with a Plate 
Number? — What do you need in return? | will 
include a replacement Page for your collection. 
Gerald Blankenship, P.O. Box 475, Crosby, TX 
77532-0475. 


My PPPs and FDCs can be seen in detail on my 
new website: www.PorterPages-FDCs.com. A 
CD is also available. You can reach me at 
Robert Porter, 3925 N. Delaware St., Indianapo- 
lis, IN 46205 or email at REPandOPP@aol.com. 
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Stamp Center/Dutch Country auctions feature 
Panels, Pages, Programs, Covers, Collections, 
accumulations, wholesale and bulk lots, Cover 
lots plus choice US and Worldwide Singles & 
Sets, along with Americana, coins and sports 
cards. Upcoming auctions: 


#236, January 21-22, 2005 
#237, March 18-19, 2005 
#238, May 20-21, 2005 


Get a free catalog from the Stamp Center 
(ASPPP #1114), 4115 Concord Pike, 
Wilmington, DE 19803. Phone: 302/ 478-8740. 


Wanted to buy: any or all of the following Panels 
which | am missing: #5 2, 3, 4, 9-16, 19-22, 24- 
26, 29, 41, 49, 54, 61, 63, 65, 66, 69, 70, 71, 
74,and 77-90. | know this is a lot, but I'd like to 
try my luck. M Freeman (#1268), 604 Summer 
Breeze Ct., Dayton OH 45429-1965 or email 
mjbfree@aol.com. 

For Sale: Commemorative Panels, first 72 Pan- 
els with protective sleeves. The 2004 US Spe- 
cialized Catalog lists them at $484.75 without 
sleeves and 10% to 25% higher with sleeves. | 
am asking $450.00 for the 72 Panels with 
sleeves, plus postage if necessary to ship them. 
Denton E. Gottshall (#2322), 739 Rhoads Ave., 
Boyertown, PA 19152-1712. 
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American Society for Philatelic Pages & Panels (ASPPP) |... 


backto Join Us- Free Pages! 


Membership Application 
Retum application to: А5РРР, PO Box 1042, Washington Township, NJ 07676) 


Name and Address information: 


Name | iN 

‘Address | 

City Lig nents he annie алана MIT 
State | 

Zip | 

‘Country | 

‘Email add'ess | 

Referred by | 


List name in tie ASPPP Roster? [| |] Yes: [|М 










Dues (US/Canada/Mexicoy [-- ]515- ОЧЕ YR, E .]$29- TWO YRS, [-.] $43- THREE YRS 
Dues (Foreign): [. -] $21.02 ONE YEAR 


Collecting Interests (check all items that you collect): 


| | Соттелога уз Cancellations (Souvenir Pages) | ] First Day Cancalled S:amp Posters 

[[ Plate Number Cuil Pages Minit Stamp Pusters с 0 
| ] Со line Pages | | Commemorative. Pane s 

| ] Watermark Pages | ] First Day Cancalled Panels 

| | Oddities-& Varieties (Pages) | ] Autographs an Pages ог Panels 

| | Error Psges | ] Canon Fostal History 7ages 

| ] Booklet Tab Pcsitians/Plate Numbers: (Pages) | | Farter Philatelic Pages 


[Other Philatelic inte'ests: 


Areas where you may be of service to your society: 


| | Help-at ће annual show/meeting | | Write articles for the Раде & Panel Journal 
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FIRST CLASS 

















era A.S.P.P.P. POSTAGE PAID 
PO Box 1042 HILLSDALE, NJ 
EST Washington Twsp., NJ 07676 07642 
PERMIT # 16 
Volume 21#4 Forwarding and Address Correction 
Requested 
FIRST CLASS 
TO: 


If your mailing label shows "RENEW: LAST JOURNAL" in red ink: 
Your Membership expires with this issue! 


Renew immediately to avoid missing our next Journal. US Renewal dues are $15 for 1 year, 
$29 for 2 years or $43 for 3 years, with all Journals sent via First-Class mail. Send in the 
renewal application (on the inside back cover of this Journal) now to: 


ASPPP, PO Box 1042, Washington Twsp. NJ 07676. 
Visit our web site at www.asppp.org !! 


SOUVENIR PAGE YEAR SET SALE !!! 


See our list of year sets on page 8 at unbelievable prices. You will not see 
prices like these again. Where else can you get a 1973 year set, the sec- 
ond year of the Souvenir Page program, for only $23... that’s only $1 per 
Page for 32 year old Pages! All proceeds from the sale of these Pages are 
used to support the efforts of the ASPPP to promote Pages and Panels. 





